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USA Powerlifting Issues Statement on Partial Victory in MN Supreme
Court Ruling re: Athletes Born with Male Physiology

For Immediate Release

October 22, 2025 - Saint Paul, Minn - Today the Minnesota Supreme Court issued its opinion in
JayCee Cooper vs. USA Powerlifting 62-CV-21-211, a case that turns on the ability of sporting
organizations to maintain common-sense, science-backed competition categories that promote
fairness based on sex. USA Powerlifting (USAPL) past president Larry Maile issued the
following statement:

“We are pleased to have prevailed on one of the claims and disappointed with other
findings in the ruling.

Our goal since litigation commenced against USA Powerlifting (USAPL) in 2021 was to
present all the facts and evidence of our actions to a jury. We are pleased that both of
Minnesota’s state appellate courts agree we have a right to present a claim of business
discrimination to a jury and look forward to offering our evidence toward that end

We are disappointed with the court’s finding related to public accommodation. When
fairness is the foundation of sport, categories matter. Taken to its logical conclusion, this
determination means USAPL will be forced to become an agent of discrimination against
the largest protected class in the country — women. It also demonstrates that Minnesota
is trending against both federal law and broad public consensus.

USAPL acted for legitimate, non-discriminatory reasons to promote fairness in the sport
when determining that Ms. Cooper should not compete in the women'’s division due to
her male physiology. Ms. Cooper was born biologically male and went through puberty
as a male. According to unrebutted scientific research, males have up to a 64 percent
strength advantage in powerlifting and suppressing testosterone only reduces the
advantage by about 10 percent. This difference in outcomes makes it fundamentally
unfair for a male-to-female transgender powerlifter to compete in the women'’s division.

In the interest of fairness and to better serve all of our competitors - including the
protected class of female-born individuals - USAPL created an open MX division for
transgender and nonbinary athletes. This common sense, inclusive approach is an
indication of our continued commitment to fair play.

We are grateful for the outpouring of support we have received from across the country,
as evidenced by the nearly 100 elite female athletes, Olympians, national champions,
and parents who have stood with us to protect fairness in women’s sports. So has the
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f6R1oP0ipKnlngUrpr3e6LpKIY_pdMs3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f6R1oP0ipKnlngUrpr3e6LpKIY_pdMs3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hheKbX_m6pMmWnYasqPt4ZvIh7rpVeXo/view?usp=sharing
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39060209/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BuerBU115BSXZGljdfz-EoiGEWecD0GR/view?usp=sharing
https://mncourts.gov/_media/migration/appellate/supreme-court/standard-opinions/22oct25/OPA230373-102225.pdf

www. usapowerlifting.com
IS A

IPOWERLIFTING

American public. A 2025 New York Times/Ipsos poll found 79 percent of Americans
oppose allowing transgender athletes to compete in women’s sports.

Since the Minnesota Supreme Court heard oral arguments in our case, the U.S. Olympic
Committee has barred transgender female athletes from competing in women’s events
and the U.K. Supreme Court ruled that the term ‘woman’ applied to biological females.
We can no longer ignore this overwhelming and bipartisan consensus.

USAPL remains committed to serving every athlete with respect and integrity.”

Media inquiries:

Lawrence J. Maile, Ph.D.

Past President USA Powerlifting
907-632-1838
usapowerliftingnews@gmail.com
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https://static01.nyt.com/newsgraphics/documenttools/f548560f100205ef/e656ddda-full.pdf
https://static01.nyt.com/newsgraphics/documenttools/f548560f100205ef/e656ddda-full.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/22/us/politics/us-olympics-trans-women-athletes-ban-trump.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Yk8.OFba.43XKid0eDNco&smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://nypost.com/2025/04/16/world-news/uk-supreme-court-rules-transgender-women-does-not-fit-legal-term-woman-in-landmark-decision/
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